Wildflower Conservation Area
Chapel Street
Leading to Vicars Bridge
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INTRODUCTION: The Location:
This area of land belongs to North Lincolnshire Council and has recently been
leased to Goxhill Parish Council on a peppercorn rent. It is accessed from the main
road (Chapel Street) at the western end and from the playing field at the eastern
end. There is a public right of way footpath running down the southern side exiting to
the east and the playing field.
Since the Hawthorn Gardens estate was built over thirty years ago the land has been
left as a green field site with a number of trees down the northern edge. Although it is
mown on a regular basis nothing has been done to improve or enhance the site for
years. We believe that it has the potential to be so much more and thus enrich the
lives of Goxhill residents and visitors.

By the Community, for the Community.
The project has the approval of North Lincolnshire Council and is wholeheartedly
supported by Goxhill Parish Council. A local Goxhill parishioner has been the driving
force to get the project off the ground. Local businesses will carry out some of the
larger jobs of preparing the land for the project and volunteers will help with the
planting and seeding when the ground is ready. It is envisaged that the area will, in
time, be used as an outdoor classroom by Goxhill Primary School as well as being a
quiet haven for people to enjoy the sights and smells while relaxing, waiting for
school children and observing evidence of wildlife, etc.

Why a Wildflower Conservation Area?
The design for the wildflower conservation area will, we believe, allow all residents of
Goxhill (including wildlife residents) to make the most of the area. Wildflowers will
generate varying levels of height and colour. Bird boxes and a “Bug Hotel” will
encourage birds, insects and other wildlife into this area. The existing fencing will
remain as a boundry to the main road but it is open and will allow the area to remain
a part of the landscape and add to the curb appeal of the area. Being able to see the
wildflowers from the road will, hopefully, encourage people to take a walk through
the meadow.
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LOCATION MAP
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ARTISTS IMPRESSION
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Schedule of Works and Specifications
Removal of infected trees.
a. Work to be carried out by Luke Dane, North Lincs Tree Services, as
contracted by GPC
b. Work to include felling of trees; removal of all arisings from site. Stump
grinding is not included but may be considered later.
Complete area to be topped and sprayed.
a. Area to be roped off prior to spraying with warning notices posted
locally and on social media
b. Main area to be sprayed with ENVY to knock back the grass and
intrusive weeds.
c. Areas to be seeded with wild flowers to be sprayed with Clinic UP.
d. Mowing to be carried out by Nettletons Mowingas part of the GPC contract
e. Spraying to be carried out by John Knapton, a local farmer.
Installation of pathway as indicated on the site drawing.
This is a path for the wild flower area and is additional and separate to the public
footpath already in place
a. Work to be carried out by Julian Nugus of Nugus Fencing.
b. Path to be marked out using marker spray paint.
c. Path to be dug out to a depth of 15cm and a width of 1.3 mtr using a mini digger.
d. Area to be roped off whilst work is carried out.
e. Path to be edged with suitable wooden edge boards
f. Spoil from the path to be left on site to form a raised wildlife habitat.
g. A base of tamped down road finings is to be laid before a topping of road finings
applied.
Specific areas to be seeded and planted as per attached drawing.
a. Advice and guidance on weed control and seeding has been provided by
Mr O. Wright, Operations Manager at Agrigem.
b. Seeding and planting will be carried out by volunteers from the community.
Used telegraph poles will be erected so that birdboxes can be installed in lieu
of the trees that have been felled.
a. Poles will be sunk into the ground to a depth of 1m.
b. This work will be carried out by Julian Nugus of Nugus Fencing.
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Future Maintenance of the Area.
Maintenance should be of a low level. The area is already on the ‘Mowing Teams’ list
and they are more than capable of mowing around new shrubbery and trees.
In the first year the area will need to be mowed 6-8 weeks after sowing and again
every two months. This is to encourage the roots and grasses. Hopefully, this will
coincide with the ‘Mowing Teams’ normal workload.
Once established three cuts per year are required.
•
•
•

Spring - this is a cut back to 7.5cm and should be done no later than April.
Summer - this is the main cut and should be done near the end of August,
after the seeds have dispersed.
Autumn - this helps to keep the grasses at bay and the wildflowers to thrive
and should be ideally done towards the end of November.

These three cuts could be part of the ‘Mowing Teams’ normal activities resulting in
no additional costs to the council.
Any area laid to normal grass can be cut as is currently timetabled.
We therefore do not currently envisage any new or additional maintenance costs to
the Parish Council for the upkeep of this area.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
DEFRA Biodiversity 2020:
A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services. This is at the heart
of the plan and states that it is crucial to engage more people in biodiversity
issues and what they can do to help.
Recycling of Materials
Soil from the creation of the footpath will be used on site to form part of a “Bug
Hotel” avoiding having to transport it off site.
It is hoped that the footpath will be made with finings from the resurfacing of
Howe Lane Goxhill, proving the project with a locally sourced material and
reducing road miles for removing the waste.
Some of the shrubs and formal plants in the conservation area will come from
donations of cuttings and surplus plants made by Goxhill parishioners.
Planting scheme
Due to the problem with Honey Fungus the choice of trees and shrubs has to
take into account their resistance to the fungus. Advice has been sought from
Doug Stewart, the Garden Show presenter on Radio Humberside, and
recommendations have been made by Andrew Taylor, Natural Environment
Policy Specialist at NLC. We intend to utilise native varieties and also plant
cherry trees that are synonymus with Goxhill. We are also considering
applying for trees from The Woodland Trust which would be used in a second
wave of planting in the Autum.
Additional Information
Local residents boardering the conservation area will be notified of any works
taking place. Where practicable the area will be fenced off using temporary
posts and safety hazard tape, notices will be placed in the area and
information will be on social media.
All contractors will be required to provive risk assessments, method
statements and public liability insurance details.
A generic risk assessment will be produced for volunteer work.
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust have agreed to assist and advise with the
installation of bird and bat boxes.
Goxhill Primary School are fully supportive of conservation area and wish to
be involved with the following:
a. Painting of bird/bat boxes.
b. With guidance from the RHS they are enthusiastic to create a ‘Bug Hotel’.
c. Help with sowing the seeds.
d. They will also have input with the content and updating of the
‘Information Board’ that will be installed. This can be incorporated
with talks from various societies to the school children.
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